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New technolog

Gender-specific
artificial knee
replacement now
at Fawcett Memorial

By Michelle Ritter
S pes Feneses B

O July 30 e, Dawvid Kaler
successinlly performed the
first "gender-<pecific' anifi
cial knee implant in Charlotee
County ar Faweent Memorial
|E|1'~.p-|l.'|}.

“When performing knee
reeplacements, surgical com-
ponents seemed (o he a hall
gire il TinT EVicesl AW OHinieas,
Ealer said.” T was pleased
when Zimmer designed a
component that i< morne
adaptable 10 4 woman's
anatomny by offering new
gizes to miake it a better fir”

Fhe paticnt Iilurnlhf.,-' [RIETEH]
of Part Charlotie, is doing
well, and reeeiving therapy at
Fawieet Spars anil
Rehabilitation Services,

When asked ahout her
exporience, Diana said, "
Kaler is such 4 wonderful per-
o, [ have such admiration
for him.”

She didnt realize prior to
thaer surgery that <he wounld
sonn henebit from the new,
gender-specitic ir11|:|.'|rL1 1eerh
t'|u|-::-:|'1j|. v, Kaler |!|.'|r1|1r1| Frag
ber, bt <aid, 1 teste him and
I helieve in him!’

Fhe Genadier Solutions knee,
manufacored by Zimoner, is
the first antificial-knee
replacement shaped 1o fir the
:||1:'f||||' anatiany ol thie
ltmale ke

The VRS Foosd amd Dirog
Vilmvinistration recently
approved it for vse in the
Unniteedd Seane

The dhesign of the Gender
Solutions kinee s hased on
Phyrese alistnen 0 s seiennli
i :1||:-. eleve g el '-.1'|i||,1|:" elifl
ferenees heoween women's
aned men s koees, o design

ing the knee, tesearchers
useel a sophisticated and
highly detailed map of the
female knee using three
dimensional compuated
tomography imaging.

All other implants now
being used for toral knee
eeplacement are based upon
an average hetween the size
of women’'s and men's knees.

Mounting research shows
that the anaromical struciare
oo the Temvalee Lovese s vory ol if-
forraenat tlazery Che mvinler Kpnese

Searly twa-thinds of the
prvcare 4 beery AN anonaal
knee replacement |::Ilir|:lh
are women, according (o the
National Ceater Tor Healrh
seatistics, amd the numbuers
continue to increase each
Wl

Research shows that while
hoth wormen and men vastly
under vuse knee replacement,
woien are three thimes less
likely than men to undergo
the procedure. although they
suffer from more knee pain
and resaliing disability

The new antificial knee
implant addresses theee key
differences of 4 woman's knee:

b, Narrower shape, propor
tioned 1o female anatomy:
When determining the appro.
priate sived implann, sur
geons measare the end of the
Fevwvuar frovm feomt o Back and
[rovem siedes 1o side, Winnien s
brnees Pyprically e naroowier
Fresnm saeler ter sides, amel sue
more trapesond shaped,
whereas men's knees are
mere reelanghe - shaped,

2. Thinner shape: The bone
iy the frome of gwonsn's
konee s Iypically less |1||.|r11i-
peenn® ehean by oo o' s ke,

for knee re

-

placements

S LR ERI TS el |

Port Lhariotte readent Domolhy Diana recently seceived an artificial kaes replacement That was cralted for women at
Fawoell Memaona! Hospital, Ts gender specilic replacomen? is the first in Chardlatte Counly

e new knee is thinner in
shape in the front, so the
knee replacement more
appropriately matches the
natural female anatomy

3. More natural tracking:
The angle between the pelvis
andd the kovee affeets liow the
kneecap tracks over the end
of the femuor as the knee
muoves through a range of
HIGLHIGTR

Wornen tened to have a il
ferent angle than men due 1o
their specific shape and con
1ovnr.

Fhe pew knee implant is
designed to accommadate
the clifferent orcbing angle
anid fuesetion minge like 3
worae < natural kner

The knee juint s compaosed
ol three bhones: The ond of the
femure ithighboned, the top of
the tihia ishinbane! and the
patella tkneccap!, which are
all heled together by tendons
amd higaments and co<hioned
bav o cetilagee

Knees can become painful,

due to arthritis, injury and
iection, which vanse deter-
oratien of the cantilage. When
the cartilage is pone, the
bones of the Lnee grind
against each other, wening
awav aned typically cansing
severs pain. Total knee
replacement involves renoy-
ing the portion of bone that is
damaged and resorba ing the
knee with meral andd plastic
il

IHana, wheis alse a mem
beer oof Taweett Memiorinl
Hospital's TI2HT program
plans to gt back to her no
mal rentine, including her
mall walking

Her goals are "o
thing the won Tabwavs did
without s’

With thes technodogpy in her
new knee, e kaler's <k ill o
sopme gresat therapy froom
Faweett Memorial Hospital,
shie s well on her way (o
achieving hee goal,

Fawwertt Memorial Hospital
b ik R D aenge eare hospi

thor vy

tal bocated ar 21298 Olean
Blvd. in Port Charlotie, The
hospital serves the health
care needs of Charlone
County and the sarrounding
arcas with a special sensitivi
1:|.' I I;.i!lirlu fl'l[ CREF S 10000
community. Faweett also
ofters a full service Spine
Care/ Orthwpedic Center.
Clindeal specialtios include
shilleal emergeney carne, com
prehensive cancer care, inpa-
el ol n|1[;r.‘!lirr|1 sSUFpECLY,
cardiac catheterization, inpa-
tient physical medicine and
rechialail it b o, el ot patienl
programes sucl as cardiae
reliabiilitatiom, stress testing
aned diagonostic services,
Vaween Memorial Hinspital
also provides o varieiv of
l-"llllf'IHII"il"..' 'I.'|.'4'!|I'IL"“"\L jrick
proams s peart of s ongomg
CO Ry E e el [y 1'|1r11|T1||Iritf|.'
autreach and edueation
Vichelie Ritter is the eoamn-
mrenndfy relalions specialist for
Pttt Memarial Hoespital,



